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magnanimity, offered an escort of French soldiery
to protect the party on its way back to Pensaeola!
Within a few months a second attempt was pro-
jected, but news of the bad temper of the Indians
caused the leader, Captain Pittman, to turn back
after reaching New Orleans.

Baffled in this direction, the new commander-
in-chief, General Gage, resolved to accomplish
the desired end by an expedition from Fort Pitt.
Pontiac, however, was known to be still plotting
vengeance at that time, and it seemed advisable
to break the way for the proposed expedition by a
special mission to placate the Indians. For this
delicate task Sir William Johnson selected a trader
of long experience and of good standing among the
western tribes, George Croghan. Notwithstand-
ing many mishaps, the plan was carried out. With
two boats and a considerable party of soldiers and
friendly Delawares, Croghan left Fort Pitt in May,
1765. As he descended the Ohio he carefully
plotted the river's windings and wrote out an inter-
esting description of the fauna and flora observed.
All went well until he reached the mouth of the
Wabash. There the party was set upon by a band
of Kickapoos, who killed half a dozen of his men.
Fluent apologies were at once offered. They had